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1 Background
MPEG has developed various technologies for multimedia transport, such as MPEG-2 Transport Stream (TS) and ISO Base Media File Format (such as MP4 File Format). These technologies have been widely accepted and heavily used by various industries and applications, such as digital broadcasting, audio and video transport over the Internet and mobile phones amongst others. On the other hand, standardization organizations such as IETF, IEEE, and 3GPP have been providing various protocols to deliver multimedia content packetized or packaged by such MPEG transport technologies. For example, several RTP payload formats have been developed to enable the streaming of media from a server to a client over IP networks. 
Since the beginning of 2009, MPEG has been gathering information in this area. MPEG held two workshops during its 89th and 91st meetings in London [1] and Kyoto [2] on modern media transport. Use cases, problem statements, and initial requirements were discussed and as a result, a non-exhaustive initial list of use cases and requirements from related industries and researchers were collected for consideration for a future modern media transport standard. 
In recent years, the Internet has become an important channel for delivery of multimedia. As the HTTP protocol is widely used on the Internet, it has since been employed extensively for the delivery of multimedia content. However, there is no standard for HTTP based streaming or progressive download of MPEG media. Feedback provided by the industry highlighted the urgency for an international standard regarding the delivery of the MPEG content over HTTP. Consequently MPEG decided to launch a separate and immediate standardization effort specifically addressing this need during its 92nd meeting in Dresden.
MPEG invites all interested parties to participate in this effort by responding to its Call for Proposals [3]. 
2 Objectives
The main objectives of this new standard are:
· efficient delivery of MPEG media over HTTP in an adaptive, progressive, download/streaming fashion; 

· support of live streaming of multimedia content; 
· efficient and ease of use of existing content distribution infrastructure components such as CDNs, proxies, caches, NATs and firewalls;
· support of integrated services with multiple components; 

· support for signaling, delivery, utilization of multiple content protection and rights management schemes; and
· support for efficient content forwarding and relay.
3 Scope 
The scope of this standard is the transport of MPEG media over HTTP. The standard can be divided into three functional areas:

3.1 Encapsulation and Storage (E)
Encapsulation is defined as purely passive data format, either stored on some storage device, or carried as a payload using the HTTP protocol. It includes MPEG2-TS, ISO media base file format and their possible extensions. 

3.2 Delivery (D)
The target delivery protocol is HTTP. 

3.3 Control (C)
Control is defined as an interactive protocol allowing service discovery, session initialization, remote control, and management.
4 Plan 

MPEG is inviting all interested parties to participate in its Call for Proposals [3]. The MPEG committee will review the responding proposals during its July 2010 93rd meeting in Geneva with an intention of finalizing the standard by the first quarter of 2011.
Further detailed information can be found in the related CfP[3], use cases[4] and requirements[5] documents.
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